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MATTHEW 22:15"22

&en the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. And they sent their disciples to 
him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God 

truthfully, and you do not care about anyone's opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell 
us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, 

said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a 
denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” &ey said, “Caesar's.” &en 

he said to them, “&erefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that 
are God's.” When they heard it, they marveled.  And they left him and went away.
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Brief Reflection

What a foolhardy mission of the 
Pharisees, setting out to entangle the 
Word made flesh in his words. The 
Word of power, the Word that formed 
the universe and mysteriously holds 
it together, the Word that would show 
all hypocrites the way of repentance 
and truthfulness—this Word will not be 
stopped by the design and tricks of 
sinful, deceitful men and their empty 
words.

If these Pharisees only listened to 
what they were saying about Jesus, if 
they only took their own descriptions 
seriously, then they could have come 
to Christ and gained all he had to give 
them.

He is truth. He can show you the real 
way to the Father. He is not swayed 
by appearances. He knows what is in 
the heart of man. Stop coming to him 
with your agendas and your flattery 
and your maneuverings for power or 
prestige. Take him on his own terms. 
Render to God what is God’s—most 
importantly, your own soul.  

As you pray tonight, let this short 
gospel scene examine you: what will 
you do with the witness and words of 
Christ? Will you believe he is the Word 
of Life, and surrender your own life to 
him?

Recommended Closing Prayer

Christ, help us to render ourselves to you, the maker, lover, 
and sustainer of our souls. Amen. 

 

help us to render 
ourselves to you, 
the maker, lover, 
and sustainer of 
our souls...


